[image: image1]In 1800 everyday life had changed little since the year 1000. By 1900 the Industrial Revolution had transformed the world’s economy. 
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MIGRATION AND 


IMMIGRATION





The 1870’s saw increasing belligerence by Native Americans as more and more of their land was taken away by white immigration. Now settlers were not only coming from the east but from the populated areas of the west and southwest.


	When gold was discovered in 1874 in the Black Hills of South Dakota, federal efforts to keep miners off the sacred Indian land failed.


	The Indian’s main source of livelihood, the buffalo, was being hunted to extinction. The buffalo, which had numbered four million in 1870, were reduced to only a half million in 1874. The Native American way of life was disappearing and their efforts to protect and preserve their land failed.





EDUCATION





The South of America was so devastated by the Civil War that there was little money for such luxuries as “schooling”, despite the fact that Congress now required states to guarantee in their constitutions free non-sectarian education to all children.


	Despite the efforts of many white southerners to take away the education of African-Americans, by 1877 there were more than 500,000 black children attending school. 





ECONOMY





Although industrialization was strong, the Grange organizations helped agriculture retain its place as the largest area of production in America. In the South, a strong cotton export economy remained. As factories grew in urban areas, cities grew. Railroads centralized growth. New industrial capitalists, like Andrew Carnegie, John D. Rockefeller and Cornelius Vanderbilt controlled much of the nation’s wealth and power.








